As a sideline to his fashion career, A PC. designer
Jean Touitou opens a new Paris preschool.
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Inner circle:
Playtime at A.P.E.
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B pend a few minutes at Ateliers de la Petite
o SEnfance, a new nursery school two blocks
! from Paris’s Luxembourg Garden, and you
might not initially notice anything out of the ordi-
nary. In one corner, a two-year-old boy slathers
orange fingerpaint on just about everything except
the blank sheet of paper he’s been given, while at a
nearby table, another boy kneads a block of clay into
an amorphous blob that he triumphantly declares is
a birthday cake. Gradually, however, a discerning
eye will spot a few unmistakable signs of pre-K fabu-
lousness. The blue cotton smocks, with their tiny
front pockets, look very A.P.C., the label known for
low-key Parisian cool; the kiddie-size chairs are by
Alvar Aalto. The school’s logo is a multicolored tree
created by fashion designer Jessica Ogden, who also
serves as a part-time art teacher.
Welcome to Paris’s hippest private preschool,
opensince January in the heart of the 6th arrondisse-
ment. The school’s name—A.P.E. for short—draws

//Th IS |S a nurse r-y a clear connection to its cofounder, A.P.C. owner

and designer Jean Touitou. But for Touitou, a
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| rigorously untrendy, logo-free pieces inspired by

Can tJUSt D Ut proletarian workwear, issues of style are often
N a Concrete inseparable from questions of politics and philoso-

phy. And A.P.E. is his attempt to offer a creative

ﬂ OO r because ’J[ alternative to France’s by-the-book state schools,

/7 ;
which have stuck with the same rigid teaching sys-
l OO RS go OCI " tem for decades. As for the Aalto chairs and the chic
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